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Fitchburg State University is
pleased to welcome 6 new
faculty and 1 librarian this
fall. Over the course of the
last academic year, faculty
members devoted time and resources to recruit these
new members of the academic community and we
are happy to welcome them to our Fitchburg family. I
have the privilege to work with a phenomenal group
of faculty and staff who are inspiring students to
defy expectations through high-quality academic
programs. It is clear that when a student becomes
part of Fitchburg State, he or she becomes part of a
fellowship intensely committed to academic excellence and learning. These new members join a group
of talented teacher-scholars that serve as the anchor
of this thriving institution. We are confident that these
new faculty and librarian will find a home here at
Fitchburg and we are proud that they will be joining
our distinctive faculty. On their behalf, I welcome you
as new colleagues.
Sincerely,

Catherine R. Canney, Ed.D.
INTERIM PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT
FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCES

Behavioral Sciences Department
DR. KATHERINE (KATE) HAZEN joins the department of behavioral sciences as a tenure-track
assistant professor of criminal justice. With an M.A. in
social psychology and a B.S. in psychology, summa
cum laude, from Endicott College, Dr. Hazen also
holds a juris doctor with a concentration in constitutional law from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
She earned her doctorate in the dual psychology and
law program at the same institution, having recently
defended a dissertation that examines how decision
makers, such as police officers, judges, or case managers, evaluate and implement process-based decision-making and how process-based decision-making
impacts professional well-being. Dr. Hazen has published and conducts
research related to vicarious trauma, professional burnout, and reflective practice in policing. Another area of research concerns parents’ perceptions of
procedural justice in mandatory family drug courts. Having served as resident
assistant professor of psychology and criminal justice at Creighton University,
and an adjunct instructor at the University of Nebraska-Omaha, Dr. Hazen has
taught courses in criminal justice, psychology, and such interdisciplinary areas
as psychology and the legal system. She joins the criminal justice program as a
teacher-scholar with an emphasis on experiential learning and practical
application.

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Education Department
DR. PHIL SAISA joins the department of Education
as a full-time temporary instructor. He received his
Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and Management
from Northeastern University, and completed his
M.Ed. in Organizational Management at Endicott
College. He has previously taught classes in school
law, planned change, supervision and evaluation, data
informed decision making, teaching social studies,
and foundations of education at both Fitchburg State
and Franklin Pierce University. He has over 20 years
of experience as an educator and administrator in multiple roles as a teacher,
dean of students, assistant principal, and principal. He is an avid traveler that
has spent time evaluating educational programming overseas.

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND NATURAL SCIENCES

Mathematics Department
DR. JESSIE OEHRLEIN joins the department of
Mathematics as a tenure-track Assistant Professor.
She received her Ph.D. in applied math and atmospheric science from Columbia University and holds a
B.S. in mechanical engineering from Olin College in
Needham. She has previously taught statistics, math,
and computer science at Columbia University and
LaGuardia Community College. Her research focuses
on how extreme events in the stratosphere, 50 miles
above the surface, affect our winter climate in the
North Atlantic region. She has also worked on assessing the effectiveness of
new courses in inclusive teaching and mechanical engineering. In outreach
work with K-12 students, she has enjoyed teaching everything from the math of
coloring to ballet in the Soviet Union. Her hobbies include modern dance,
watching baseball, and riding roller coasters, and during the pandemic she has
done a lot of cross stitch.

Nursing Department
MS. WENDY ARENA, a full-time temporary
instructor, has been a registered nurse since she
graduated from Fitchburg State College and passed
her nursing boards 1998. She has worked in home
care, school nursing, and mental health care for over
twenty years. She earned a graduate certificate in
geropsychiatric and mental health nursing from
UMass Lowell and completed her master’s degree at
Sacred Heart University. Wendy began teaching as a
clinical adjunct instructor at Fitchburg State in 2017
and began teaching full time in the fall of 2020. She will begin doctoral studies
at UMass Lowell this fall. Her research interests include incorporating mindfulness into nursing education and practice, the therapeutic mental health
benefits of physical activity and social connection, and the impact of the natural
environment in promoting physical and mental health. She maintains active
clinical practice in the mental health nursing care of children, adolescents, and
adults. Wendy is the mother of 2 daughters and is married to a fellow Fitchburg
State University nursing graduate. When she is not working, Wendy enjoys
hiking, gardening, writing, and yoga.
MS. BARBARA FARRINGTON joins the Nursing
department as a full-time temporary instructor. She
received her diploma in nursing from the Worcester
City Hospital School of Nursing in 1982 and her B.S. in
nursing from Worcester State College in 1984. As an
RN, she has worked in varied milieu—home care,
acute and critical care—working with both pediatric
and adult populations. In addition, she has been
teaching nursing students in both the classroom and
clinical settings since 2010. She achieved her M.S. in
nursing education at Worcester State University in 2018, and was inducted into
the nursing honor society. She holds a certification in pediatric critical care. She
is currently chair of the PICU unit nursing practice council and is involved with
many research initiatives in the clinical practice setting.
In Barbara’s spare time she enjoys traveling, gardening, singing and spending
time with her husband, son, two dogs, and the chickens. In her dreams, she has
a horse.

AMELIA V. GALUCCI-CIRIO LIBRARY
MS. OLIVIA ROSSETTI joins the Library as a tenuretrack assistant librarian in the role of instruction and
community engaged librarian. She earned her
master’s degree in library and information science
from Simmons University, as well as a B.A. in sociology with a minor in education and child studies from
Smith College. Ms. Rossetti joins us from Hampshire
College Library, where she served as an access
services sssociate and interlibrary loan supervisor.
Prior to working at Hampshire College, Ms. Rossetti
was an AmeriCorps ambassador of mentoring, during which time she coordinated the Read, Think, Share mentor program at Reader to Reader in Amherst,
Massachusetts. Ms. Rossetti will be teaching information literacy classes and
developing educational and cultural programming that engage university
members and our local community.

