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M.S. in Counseling
O 92 advisees (Spring 2019)

O Two separate licensure programs
O Mental Health Counseling through the Board 

of Allied Mental Health and Human Services 
Professions

O School Counseling through the 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education



M.S. in Counseling
O 60 credits

O No electives

O Multiple field placements
O Clinical mental health: 2 practicums, plus 

year-long internship
O School counseling: 4 pre-practicums, plus 

year-long practicum



Blurred Boundaries
O Course scheduling

O Program chair

O Student monitoring
O Student appropriateness for the field



Grad Advising: Advantages
O No pin needed!

O Fewer credits, focused on major. No 
electives in counseling

O Students more advanced, more focused (at 
least for counseling)



Grad Advising: Challenges
O No pin needed!

O Less face-to-face contact

O Fewer course options

O Less time to recover from issues (course 
cancellations, poor grades, incorrect 
courses)



Strategies
O Advising period? What advising period?

O Group advising sessions early in the 
semester

O Encouragement for online advising versus 
in-person appointments



Course planning
O Course pre-registration
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Course Planning Part 2
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Presentation Notes
8700 is group work and leadership. 7005 is Ethics



Using Curriculum
O Stage I: After two specific courses (COUN 

7010 and 7030)

O Stage II: During COUN 8900/8901, the 
Spring before internship/practicum

O Stage III: At end of internship/practicum



Program Requirements
O 3.0 in each course

O 3.25 overall GPA

O Positive reports on disposition assessments

O 0 in course results in automatic dismissal



Graduate Committee
O Key role in student monitoring

O Students discussed at every meeting (once 
per month)

O All students in stage reviews reviewed 
including a review of their grades and 
dispositions

O Any issues involving students discussed



Program Expectations/Culture

O GCE orientation

O Strong faculty teaching introductory courses in 
the program

O Advisor check-ins with adjunct faculty teaching 
in the program about student issues

O Student manual



Student Manual
O https://www.fitchb

urgstate.edu/uploa
ds/files/GCE_Grad
/Counseling_Form
s/Counseling%20
Manual%202018.p
df

https://www.fitchburgstate.edu/uploads/files/GCE_Grad/Counseling_Forms/Counseling%20Manual%202018.pdf


Student ratings of advising



Student ratings of advising
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Student ratings of advising



Questions?
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