




Renée Fratantonio has spent 
the past three years researching 
how information literacy can 
help combat the scourge of 
misinformation that surrounds us. 
Since 2016, she’s been troubled 
by how readily people spread 
information without interrogating 
its sources, its authority. “If you have 
a social media presence, you are 
creating knowledge, and you are 
contributing to a community where 
people are going to consume that 
information and walk away with a 
certain perspective. That implies a 
great amount of responsibility on 
us as consumers of information, but 
also as creators of information.” Even 
more, how we construct our online 
presence then becomes how outlets 
like Facebook not only see us, but 
filter content, and thus a worldview, 
for us. 

Fratantonio’s recent work has 
been in concert with J.J. Sylvia 
IV, Wafa Unus, and Kyle Moody, 
who each bring their disciplinary 
expertise to what they hope to be 
a book project. For Fratantonio, 
that means advocating for stronger 
information literacy instruction so 
that media consumers and creators 
are cognizant of their responsibility 
to the truth. “A lot of people think 
they’re still living in a world where 
they can trust most information. 

People are not approaching things 
as skeptically as they should.” Her 
portions of the book will not only 
address the role librarians play in 
teaching people about mis and 
disinformation, but also how libraries 
and librarians have to “evolve with 
the technologies that are being used 
the most,” particularly social media.

With this call to scrutinize source 
material, the library community has 
to combat a rising nihilism for well-
established research and reputable 
institutions, but Fratantonio 
combats such questions with a 
question: “Why don’t you trust the 
CDC, but you’re more willing to trust 
some nobody online?” In this case, 
“it’s skepticism gone too far” and 
calls for educators and librarians to 
ask “are you teaching students to be 
apathetic about their information 
consumption?” 

Such apathy is dangerous 
especially in the echo chambers 
social media platforms create, which 
ultimately help fuel tribalism and 
ease the spread of misinformation. 
Fratantonio has been working with 
Kisha Tracy on how meme culture 
appropriates medieval imagery 
to spread misleading and false 
interpretations of history. The goal 
here is to have students “reflect on 
how information affects perceptions 
on social issues.”

For the Association of College 
and Research Libraries, combating 
apathy means adjusting information 
literacy standards away from skill-
based education and moving 
towards threshold concepts. 
One such concept that interests 
Fratantonio is of authority as 
constructed and contextual. 
“Different situations and different 
information needs are going to 
call for different levels of authority. 
Sometimes you’re going to be in a 
discipline area where recognized 
authorities look different.” Rather 
than relying on checklists like 
the CRAAP list, “it’s more about 
developing mindsets.” 

Calling authority “constructed” 
has sparked debate amongst 
librarians who fear the term is 
easily conflated with “fake”, but 
for Fratantonio, “construction is 
not necessarily a bad thing. You 
build your reputation, that doesn’t 
necessarily mean that it’s fake.”

Beyond the book project, 
Fratantonio is chasing down 
several tangential concerns from 
the effects of passive information 
consumption like scrolling and 
skimming newsfeeds to offline 
sharing practices that are difficult 
to track. She is also interested in 
establishing a more robust media 
and information literacy program 
on campus particularly for future 
educators for whom the stakes are 
high and limited librarian support in 
their schools likely exist.

3Research Live n. 2, Dec. 2019

Combating Information Apathy
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Browser Extensions for Fake News Sites
Fake News Detector
Chrome Extension | Created by New York magazine 
journalist Brian Feldman

B.S. Detector
Multiple Browser Extension | Created by Daniel 
Sieradski | Users can submit requests and modifica-
tions for review of sites.

FiB
Chrome Extension | Created by students at Princeton 
University | Detects fake news on your Facebook 
News Feed

For more resources Fratantonio has gathered, see 
her research guide on fake news.
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You recently published a study 
diverges from your substance 
abuse work and frequent 
presentations on the adolescent 
population. Your 2018 study was 
on end of life care for the mentally 
ill. What brought that about?

It was a pilot rather than a 
study. One of the things nursing 
education is facing is the drying up 
of clinical placements for teaching 
nursing. We have been using the 
foundations lab to conduct 
simulations in order to teach 
undergraduates. I applied 
for and received a grant 
in order to hire actors 
to play standardized 
mental health patients. 
One of the scenarios 
included a patient with 
end stage alcoholism and 
liver disease who was nearing 
the end of life. This gave me an 
opportunity to collaborate with 
the Communications Media 
department. We ran rehearsals, 
coordinated with the director and 
wrote scripts. Nursing students and I, 
along with Carol McKew, got to work 
with 10 actors, and the students 
reported learning a great deal and 
having a lot of fun. It proved to be 
valuable, but it was hard to sustain 
due to the work involved. 

You’ve spent much of your life as 
a psychiatric nurse. How has your 
experience as a psychiatric nurse 
changed your perspective on 
drug use disorders?

I started taking students to 
substance abuse units as part 
of their mental health clinical 
experience because there was a 
big push for psychiatric nursing 
to do more teaching of substance 
abuse. I just fell in love with it. The 
stories that patients told us about 

how they developed an opioid use 
disorder was a real eye-opener! 
A lot of them took Percocet for 
surgical related pain and ended up 
becoming physically dependent 
on them. Patients can become 
physiologically dependent after 
taking as few as four Percocet pills. 
I became curious about how and 
why this happens. In my early days 
as a post-surgical nurse, people took 
maybe a shot of morphine or shot 

of Demerol or Dilaudid after 
surgery, and maybe one 

more the next day, but 
quickly transitioned 
to Tylenol for 
pain. So how did 
opioid use disorder 
become such a huge 

problem? I learned 
quickly that drug 

companies were developing 
potent and addictive forms of 
opioids, and pushed physicians to 
use them a great deal.

Could you tell me a little bit about 
what you’re working on now on 
opioid use disorder?

The opioid epidemic really has 
hit hard, and there are many myths 
about what helps people once 
they are in the throes of it. For 
example, the American Society of 
Addiction Medicine has put forth 
clinical practice guidelines for 
treating opioid use disorder, and 
they pretty much mandate that 
everyone participate in counseling 
during treatment. They see 
medication treatment as an adjunct 
to counseling. So my advisor and I 
wanted to find out just how effective 
counseling is in the treatment for 
opioid use disorder? 

One hunch we had is that 
medications really are the primary 
treatment, and the therapy is actually 

an adjunct to medication treatment. 
My advisor had coded a data set of 
11,000 subjects and I was able to 
use it for my dissertation research. 
My research tries to determine out 
how much counseling extends the 
benefit of medication treatment. 
We looked at the use of Suboxone, 
a trade name for buprenorphine 
combined with naloxone, which is 
the primary medication for opioid 
use disorder. Unfortunately, we 
couldn’t use all the subjects because 
a fair amount of the data set wasn’t 
reliable. Physicians and nurses took 
health histories and entered the 
information into the electronic 
medical record but often they did 
not verify it. After conducting a 
sensitivity analysis of about 800 
subjects whose counseling history 
was verified, we decided to use that 
sample for the study. 

We found that present counseling 
during treatment is largely 
ineffective for improving treatment 
outcomes. It didn’t extend treatment 
benefits or utilization. It also did not 
improve medication compliance. 
We found, however, that having 
had prior counseling does. There 
was a significant difference 
between the two for helping 
patients remain compliant to their 
medication and utilize treatment, 
which was both surprising and 
interesting. It didn’t reduce the 
use of methamphetamines or 
benzodiazepines, but we think that 
people who are in treatment for 
opioid use disorder were perhaps 
taking these substances for other 
reasons, like anxiety disorders or 
attention deficit disorder.  

It sounds like quite an extensive 
study. Did you arrive at other 
conclusions or paths for future 
research?

Moving Away from One-Size-Fits-All Treatments
AN INTERVIEW OF TARA MARIOLIS
BY ELISE TAKEHANA



Another thing I found in my 
research was that women present 
quite differently than men when they 
have an opioid use problem. They 
tend to have more trauma, anxiety, 
and mental health problems. They’re 
taking care of children. They’re more 
likely to be living with someone 
who not only also has an opioid use 
disorder but may also be abusive to 
them. There is not a lot of research 
being done on this population. That 
would be the next area that I’d want 
to study.

The other thing that came 
out of our study was that nurses, 
advanced practice nurses, and 
healthcare professionals need 
to be a lot more aggressive in 
pushing for changes in policies and 
practice. Nurse practitioners can 
prescribe Suboxone, but there are 
many restrictions on them in many 
states. In states that restrict nurse 
practitioners, only 2.8% prescribe 
medications to treat opioid use 

disorder. In states where they are 
less restricted, twice the number of 
nurse practitioners prescribe. 

Nurse practitioners could do 
more if they had fewer regulations 
imposed on them. If states don’t 
want to lower their restrictions, they 
should at least connect nurses who 

want to prescribe with physicians 
who are willing to supervise them so 
we can increase access to care. Nurse 
practitioners need to get involved 
with their professional practice 
groups in order to lobby for changes 
in regulations on their practice.
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From the Co-Coordinators
With another semester winding 

down and the holiday season 
quickly approaching, we would 

like to thank our colleagues 
across campus for their 
kind support of the Center. 
We’ve appreciated all your 
feedback thus far. Even 
if it takes longer than we 

would like, we are always still 
thinking about and working on 

your suggestions. We’ve recently 
been busy at work on developing 

recommendations to recalibrate some of 
the Special Projects Grants to address faculty concerns 
and have launched a new webpage featuring digital 
humanities projects and classes on campus as well a 
resources for those new to the field. If you have projects 
or courses you would like included on the page, let us 
know!

We are currently working on recording the Faculty 
Speaker Series lectures as audio files so those unable 
to attend can still hear about their colleagues’ work. 
We’ll also be releasing a casual, conversational podcast 

shortly as well. To further our goals of improving the 
intellectual community on campus, the Center is in the 
midst of developing a social media presence with the 
gracious assistance of our friend, Kyle Moody.

The Center is hosting three more events. On 
December 2, Jeff Warmouth delivers a talk in the Faculty 
Speaker Series. On the following day the President’s Hall 
will be set up for a BYOL brown bag. What a wonderful 
opportunity to all eat together and enjoy one another’s 
company! We are also hosting a panel of senior faculty 
reflecting on their approaches to the profession, titled “If 
I Knew Then What I Know Now.” Join us on December 
4th in Ellis White to hear from our compatriots Jane 
Huang, Ron Krieser, Ben Lieberman, Ben Railton, and Jeff 
Warmouth.

When you return from the winter break, be sure to 
mark your calender for our invited lecture on March 4. Dr. 
Moya Bailey of Northeastern will be with us to speak on 
her work as a digital humanist as it applies to her research 
on race, gender, and disability. If you have courses next 
semester that broach these topics, we encourage you to 
bring your class.

Peace to you and yours this holiday season. We look 
forward to sharing 2020 with you.



Although Joe Wachtel is an 
historian of colonial America, 
his approaches blend traditional 
historical processes with a 
thoroughly modern output. Breaking 
from the more skeptical views of 
digital history that peppered his 
doctoral studies, Wachtel now is 
focused on the work he is doing with 
Jon Amakawa to provide a unique 
interdisciplinary experience for his 
students. The History by Design 
course is currently building a demo 
of an augmented reality tour for the 
Minute Man National Park.

Wachtel sees great value to this 
model of historical instruction 
because not only do students learn 
historical methodologies, but they 
learn to see how others see history, 
like designers or narrative fiction 
authors. Even more, it reinforces the 
idea that history isn’t about building 
grand narratives but putting 
together pieces of a puzzle. 

Gaming functions as an excellent 
structural analogy for Wachtel, a 
self-proclaimed gamer, who prefers 
those with expansive worlds to 
explore. “I think that’s very similar 
to what history is. We know the 
events that happened and the main 
stories that happened, but what the 
historian is doing is building the 
world that surrounds those events 
so that you can better put them in 
context.”

As he sees it, digital history is 
a new model for public history, 
updating the previous emphasis 
on visiting museums. “People love 
history! We just need to be thinking 
about how do we reach people in 
the 21st century.” Beyond providing 
a pedagogical model, Wachtel 
hopes to engage public historians 
who have a vague awareness of 
digital tools but struggle to connect 
those tools to historical work.

While he’s worked with 
augmented reality thus far, Wachtel 
is interested in exploring the use of 
virtual reality for history as a kind 
of time travelling device. The worry 
though is that humans are prone 
to believe what they see, so such 
representations must be done well 
and “to the nuanced detail.” He’s 
even considered experimenting 
with what students retain from a 
VR experience versus a conflicting 
account from an academic article, 
if only the means presented 
themselves.

But Wachtel still has a foothold on 
producing old media. He is currently 
working on a proposal for a co-
authored book on the origins of the 
Pennsylvania State Constitution. His 
interests in constitutional history 
and state government stem from the 
apparent reality that Americans are 
not engaged with understanding 
how their government is meant to 
function. “If you don’t know how 
something works, you can’t have 
it,” so his research now is “about 
empowering, it’s very much about 
civic education.”

Mindful Immersion and the 
History that Surrounds Us
BY ELISE TAKEHANA
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