
Subject: 

Reference: 

Chapter 2- Role and Authority 

Fitchburg State University 

Police Department 

ARRESTS 
General Order 

MPAC: 1.2.5; 74.1.2; 74.1.3; 74.3.2; 82.3.6 
IACLEA: 2.2.2 

Rescinds: Section 57 

Effective Date: Review Date: 
October 3, 2019 ■ ■ 

By Order of: Michael J Cloutier, Chief of Police 

PURPOSE: 

This general order is designed to provide the officer with the information necessary to make lawful 
arrests in the performance of his/her duties. 

POLICY: 

It is the policy of the Fitchburg State University Police Department: 

A. To ensure that when persons are arrested and taken into police custody, all
constitutional and statutory rights to which they are entitled will be provided at the time
of their arrest and while in custody thereafter;

B. That a warrant should be obtained prior to making an arrest when the offender does
not create a threat to the public, or is not likely to flee, and especially where less
serious offenders are involved; and

C. When appropriate circumstances exist, officers may exercise discretion and not make
an arrest. In such limited cases, citations, summonses, informal resolutions, warnings
and referrals to other agencies may be alternatives to arrest, (See G.0. 2.2.3 for
Alternatives to Arrest). Circumstances where alternatives to arrest may be
appropriate including the following:

1. When an arrest could aggravate community conflict or possibly precipitate a
serious disorder.

2. When there is a greater priority to respond to a more serious crime or to an urgent
public emergency.
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