
Decentering the Book(room) and (Re)Centering 
Students’ Interest in Contemporary Issues: 

Theories, Questions, and Relevance

Consalvo, Covino, and Chase
Presented and shared by Dr. Katharine Covino

Fitchburg State University - Development Day - 5/18/21



Agenda
1. Introduction

2. Opening scenario

3. Understanding New Teachers’ Identity

4. Purpose

5. Process

6. Conclusion and Reflection



Introduction
Who am I?

Why should you listen to me, 
anyway?



Opening Scenario



Understanding New Teachers’ Identity
New Teachers are Vulnerable -
They may still feel caught 
between their identity as a 
student and their identity as a 
teacher.



Understanding New Teachers’ Identity
Classrooms, filled with 
students’ unique voices and 
experiences, are more diverse 
than ever before...



Purpose



Purpose
Here, we offer a pathway toward 
opening up spaces for those 
teachers to find new ways to 
work with literature.



Process
1. Review choices available in the bookroom. Select one.
2. Recall a variety of literary theories. Select one that aligns with the book chosen.
3. Draw from the selected literary theory and develop open-ended, generative questions 

that can apply to the theory, the book, and back to students’ own lives.
4. Teach the literary theory to students, and explore real-life examples.
5. Read the text, and consider and address the essential questions in light of the theory.
6. Reflect: In a recursive manner, consider whether and how the “looking through the 

lens” informs understandings of self, texts, and the world.



Process
In the article, we explore using 
gender theory to interrogate and 
unpack the gendered 
performances of masculinity, 
including toxic masculinity, in 
Golding’s Lord of the flies.



Conclusion and Reflection
The process we propose in the 
article presents teachers with 
another way forward when faced 
with the tired piles of dog-eared 
books.



Conclusion and Reflection
What is teaching if not the 
chance to help students connect 
with texts in ways that disquiet 
the status quo and inspire 
critical thinking? 


