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Old course title: EDUC 8005B, Terror in the Name of God: Global 
New course title: EDUC 8005B, Understanding Religious Violence  

*

Title change better reflects the content of the course.   

Description: Religion is one of the most powerful forces in the world and can be the inspiration for amazing acts of heroism, 
generosity and selflessness. It can also be manipulated by groups or individuals to enflame passion and further self-interested 
causes leading to exploitation, destruction and death. This course is meant to foster an open and constructive dialogue on the 
relationship between religion and violence regardless of one’s beliefs or personal experience with regards to religion.  Exploring 
the linkages between organized faith and violence allows us to reexamine the world in which we live and calls into question 
some of the widely held beliefs of many people in modern society. Some would argue that religion is intrinsically violent and 
that in order to truly understand the role religion plays in society one must come to terms with that basic fact. Others would 
argue that religion is not inherently violent, but that it serves as a potent device for those who wish to commandeer it for their 
own purposes. This course will examine the role that religion has played throughout history and continues to play in our 
current global society.   

*
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