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PropOSed Liberal Arts and Sciences Currlculum (As approved on May 9,
" 2006 by the ACC.)

" PART ONE: INTRODUCTION
A) Rationale

" 1. The emstmg liberal arts and sciences cumculum, at 60 credlts is among the most
extensive of institutions of higher learning. It limits (and in some cases
- precludes) students” ability to explore areas beyond their major. -

2. The requirements within the current 60 credit core are complex, numerous and
generally cumbersome. Students and faculty advisors, alike, have difficulty
navigating through the program, Graduation for more than a few students has

~ been delayed as a result. '
- 3. -Over time, the meanmg of the tequirements has become mudched leadingtoa.
) ‘watenng down” of the intended requirements. =
- 4. 1tis the intent of this:néw proposal that students have more ﬁ'eedom to explore

- ateas of i initerest or need, thus facilitating then' attammg academlc and professmnal =

~ objectives.”
.5, After rev1ewmg cumcula from many other institutions it is clear that acore h'beral
--arts and sciences program must be regularly revisited and reviewed. We set out
. this curriculum as the begmmng of an ongoing process. It is recommended thata-
major review and possﬁﬂe revision occur at least every three years :

- The purpose of the proposed cumculum isto address these concems and to msure
- that students do attain a set of skllls and objectlves deemed essential for a liberal arts
: educatlon. ' . :

B) Objectives R

E - These oojecuVes lay out what we believe are the ebllitles all well educated
individuals should have in thistime and place. They are written in language describing
o actlons rather than general concepts in order to make them more clearly assessable.

Problem Solvmg and Synthenzmg

~ Students will think cntlcally and synthesize ideas w1thm and across dlSClpllIlGS They

. will fuse experience, training and research into considered judgment, then working
 individually or with othérs, form problem solving strategies and evaluate their
effectiveness. Among these strategies, students will analyze and interpret data as a

. means to evaliate arguments and make mformed choices. (Friendly amendment at
ACC. ) . ,



Communication :

- Students will speak, read write and listen to create and understand meanings usinga |

. variety of media. They w111 recognize how to partwlpate inor lead groups to accomplish
: goals - ,

‘Citizenship'

Students wﬂl articulate the relatlonshlps among local, natlonal and global concems, |

intérests and needs. They will Tecognize p0531b111t1es and opportunities to enact posmve ‘

' change on an mdmdual or group Ievel

' Ethic'al Reasoniiig

Students will recognize the ethmal issues mvolved in human actlons and be able to -

.formulate a set of principles and virtues which can be brought to bear i in personal and
pubhc declslon makmg _ : .

- TheArts |

Students will examine various forms of artistic and hterary works understand the

. contexts- from which they ‘emerge, and be able to artlculate and defend their meamngs and

values

- C) Procednre

- The mplementahon of these LA&S changes will oceur in the fall of 2007 forall - -

B freshman and transfer students. Students enrolled at the college prior to 2007 will have

the option to select this new curriculum. Once a student has selected the new

. curriculum, s/he may not return to the original LA&S program. (Friendly amendment -
at the ACC,) To gain approval for the clusters below, depattments in the next year are - )
“urged to submit their former LA&S (Friendly amendment at ACC to remove the word -

- ~ professional) courses in a bulk proposal to the ACC. Itis suspected that most courses

. will be self-evident: most of the science, math and computer sciencé courses will fit .

. under cluster 1; most of the history, sociology, and psyehology courses will fit under
_ Cltlzenshlp and the World; the literature, art, and music courses will fit under The Arts.

Such majors as philosophy may neéd to designate which clusters are sought: Logic and -

Philosophy of Science may fit into 1, Philosophy of Human Nature and Political ana'

Social thlosophy may fit into 2, whxle Aesthencs may ﬁt under 3.

Only approved LA&S (Frtendly amendment atACC) courses may count in these

| 48 cred1t LA&S requlrements



PART 'I‘WO CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS

A Curncular Clusters

A minimuri of 36  credits will be taken within three broad areas or “clusters” of
course work. These clusters were designed in order to respond to the Ob}@CthﬂS '
established as the underlying logic of the curriculum,

: ‘1) Science, Math, and Technology:# courses (Minimum 12 credits)

1 math course

1 1ab science course ' '

1 health/fitness-related course (mcludmg Health and Fltness but allovwng for
- - other possxbﬂmes) ,
1 electlve '

These courses should work towards the following objectives:
I " Problem Solving and Synthesizing -
- Possibly Communication - - -
- Possibly Citizenship

m Cltlzenslup and the World: 3 courses (M]mmum 9 credits). One of these courses
must have an Intematlonal Perspecttve

1 hlstory course ‘
1 human behavior course -
1 ele(;.t:lve :

These courses should work towards the followmg ob_lectlves
- -Communication
Citizenship = -
- Ethical Reasoning :
" Possibly Problem Solvmg and Synt,hesmng _
- Possibly the Arts

i

) The Arts: 5 courses (mcludmg Wntmg T and IT) (Minimum | 15 credlts) One of
: thesc courses must have an International Perspective.

1 art or music course -

1 literature course
-Writing T and 1T

1 elective



~ These courses ‘should work towards the following objectlves
: Commumcatlon '
_ The Arts .
Possibly Citizenship _
- Possibly Ethical Reasoning

‘B) Otlier courses:
Itisupto departments to meet the BHE mandated eomputer science reqmrement :

as well as Speakmg and Ltstenmg reqmrements

C) Addltlonal Re(_mlrements :

- In addition to the 36. ered1t core,- students must select from three LA&S cred1t optlons '
. taken outside the student’s first major. (Frtendly amendment at Curriculum

Committee) The intention of this requirement is to insure that students use the mcreased .

.ﬂex1b111ty of this cwrriculum in a productwe, aeademlc fashlon. o

a. Optlon A: 6 credits in a foreign language and 6 credits Advanced LA&S on
. the 2000 level or above. (Fnendly amendment at Cumculum C‘omm:ttee.)

b. Option B 12 credlts (witha mmxmum of 6 credits on the 2000 levelor
- above) in a discipline outside the student’s f tst (Friendly ameridment at the -
ACC)major-—-this would be almost a minor in arother field and may

encourage students to complete a'minor as they would need only two more
classes in most cases. S , . :

e . Optlon C: Designed curriculum submitted by the completlon of 60 credzts
The student, working with an advisor, develops a unique curriculum based on
his or her interests, needs and/or goals. The curriculum, with a statemient of
its rationale, must be approved by the advisor, the department chair, and the

. _appropriate dean, and then filed with the regtstrar. (Friendly amendment at
- the ACC)This curriculum must include a minimum of 12 credits, and may be
 taken from any department and use any courses that are otherwise available to
-the student. The curriculum, with a statement of its rationale, should be filed
with the registrar.” No more than one course within this option may be -
completed before the option form and rationale are filed wnh the reglstrar

Comments on Optlons A,B, and C :

- « Each department would decide whether to require thexr students in
each of their various programs (Friendly amendment at the ACC) to
study a foreign language (Option A). This would phase in making
language a more common optlon among our students poss1bly leading



to a language requirement in the future. It also would be moré '
manageable logistically, in light of our limitations in flllS area.

These options should come up for review in 3 years At that time, it
should be decided whether some foreign language study should be a
' requirement for all students. It might further be determined that six
credits in a language is not enough, and that instead we should move to
requiring 2 full years or the eqmvalent in language skﬂi

Double countmg (fnendly aiendment at ACC) will only beallowed

in terms of the International Perspective (IP) courses, which can count

-as IP as well as its-cluster. Thus all students will take a minimum of =~
- 48 credits as the core, a reducuon of 12 credits from the exlstmg core.

The mterdxsclp]mary and multlcultural reqmrements are removed, as
the clusters, the learning communities, and the International
‘Perspective requirements will (friendly amendment atACC) achleve
these objectives. Further, these values should be addressed by -

_individual departments and faculty in their courses. (Frtendly
'amendment ACC)



' PART FOUR; LEARNING .COMMUNITIES |

Inlieu of the Freshman Foundation Year, Fitchburg State should instead revise the .
- Freshman Year curriculum through the creation of Learning Communities, involving the
linkage of two or three courses and addressing a common theme; the development of

team-taught inter-disciplinary seminars; or the formulauon of freshmen seminars that
* would also address specml themes.

A Learmng Community can be defined as an attetnpt to link courses, du'ring'a given :
_ Semester; around an interdisciplinary theme, and to enroll a common cohott of students.

- Leaming Communities can serve a number of purposes, and can offer significant beneﬁts - |

. tothe students faculty, and college community. For example, they can:

' Help students mtegrate ‘material across the disciplines. .

Promote active, participatory learning.

Enhance the students” sense of being part of a commmuty

Facilitate discussion between the faculty and the faculty and the Students
Enable students to discover the connections across the dlsc1p1mes
Assistin retent:lon eﬁ‘orts ‘

Recemmendat:lons

For Leammg Commumtzes to succeed there needs to be an mstxtutlonal commmnent
- campus-wide to the program 'Iherefore, we strongly recommend

¢ Faculty w111 need to commit fo developmg learmng eommumues vuth their
- colleagues, and coordmatmg their téaching so that the Community is successful,
_® Writing Courses will be part ¢ of many of these communities, so the English
- Department will need to make a spec1al commitment to the project. . - -
» The Adminisiration will need to support the etfort completely Several thmgs wﬂl‘ ,
: be required of the Administration: =~ -
‘a. The Learning Communities need to be allowed to nin even 1f their
- enroliment is not as high as in other courses. Academic Affairs and the
_ Liberal ‘Arts and Sciences Council will need to mutually 2 agreeona
. minimum enrollment for the Learning Cormunities to run. (As this wﬂl
become the standard curriculum for i incoming students, sufficient -
- enrollment should not be ari issue.) -
* b. Prior to each semester, a special session should be held for the faculty
~ members who are linking their courses. This session should be
+ coordinated by the Liberal Aris & Sciences Council and the Faculty
Center for Teaching and Learning. Participants in these sessions should
. . receive a special stxpend for their extra efforts in linking their courses, -
¢ Faculty should be given a course reduction for their tlme and effort in
: developmg and teachmg Leammg Commumty courses.



d Enrol]ment Services. Academic Affairs. the Division of Students Aﬁ'alrs
- and miembers of the Liberal Arts and Sciences Council should meet
regularly to coordinate the process of publicizing the program, and
: registering students for the Learning Communities.
» To facilitate interdisciplinary teaching, faculty should be encouraged to develop
team-taught courses for ﬁrst-year students. Each faculty member should have the

course count towards their course load_, as is done for the Leadcrslnp Academy
faculty R '

PART FIVE: CONCLUSION 7
‘It is the behef of the leeral Arts and Sciences Councxl that this proposed cumculum will

~ not only respond to the concerns raised about the existing cutriculum but will move the -
* ‘college forward in the manner in which we prepare our students for life beyond the

. college. Itis also our belief that this curriculum should facilitate the process of assessing - N

the quality of the education we provide at Fltchburg State College. Fmally, it is' essential
- that this document be understood as a step in a process of curricular review and revision
" and not a final end product. We strongly recommend that the Liberal Arts and Sciences

_ Council continue regularly to work with issues related to the core cumculum and thata
- substantlal rcv1ew and revision be conducted every three years

: Respectfully subnntted,
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