Liberal Arts and Studies Curriculum

Draft Assessment Plan

I.  Objectives

The Arts


The curriculum should strive to foster within the students an appreciation of the various art forms that people have developed to express themselves, their beliefs, values, and cultures. Through an examination of various literary, fine and performing arts, students will attain a greater understanding of how different societies throughout time have used the different texts and art forms to express what was happening politically, economically, socially, culturally, and aesthetically in their world. The curriculum should also strive to foster within the students an ability to express how the various texts or artworks engender a response within themselves.

Sub-Objectives:

· The students will demonstrate understanding of the different characteristics of the texts or artworks from various cultural backgrounds from antiquity to the present. They will discuss these texts or artworks within their historical, cultural, and aesthetic contexts. They will identify where, when, how, and by whom a text or an artwork was created. 
· The students will analyze different texts or artworks in terms of their historical or cultural context, form, or meaning. They will express and justify their critical judgments in writing and in speech. Finally, the students will make academic arguments using reasons and evidence appropriate to their field of study in writing as well as speech. 
· The students will recognize and analyze the visual aspects of an artwork, with regard to such aspects as its use of color, line, shape, texture, or pattern.
· The students will create works based upon established techniques, standards, and/or conventions.
· The students will express their own response to a particular artwork in a manner that is thoughtful, informed, and nuanced. The students will demonstrate an appreciation of beauty, and of the significance of aesthetics as a fundamental characteristic or mode of expression of the human experience.  

CITIZENSHIP


There are two major meanings of citizenship: national and world. National citizens are full-fledged members of a nation-state, and enjoy the rights and privileges of their society. Correspondingly, they have obligations to their fellow citizens and to their nation as a whole.  Similarly, world citizens recognize that they have a moral responsibility to promote the good of persons anywhere on the planet. This recognition stems from the fact that in an increasingly globalized world, all human beings are connected with each other.


Citizenship promotes the good of persons on two levels. The first and basic level is that of justice: what is owed others as a matter of right and reciprocal duty or obligation. The second level consists in actualizing the potentialities of persons as beings endowed with reason and conscience. By actualizing the potentialities of students, we empower them to actualize the potentialities of others in the national or international arenas. The students will be members of an academic community that fosters pluralism, mutual respect, appreciation of divergent views, and awareness of the importance of individual rights. As John Dewey succinctly put it: the school should be a microcosm of society.

Citizenship Sub-Objectives:

· Students will identify justice and injustice in such realms as the political, social, and economic arenas and discuss ways to promote justice.

· Students will demonstrate an understanding of our political system and identify various means by which individuals may participate in our society as a constitutional democracy.

· Students will show an understanding of how American diversity best flourishes when it also promotes the common good of America as a unified community.

· Students will exhibit an understanding and/or participation in the ecological health of the earth and the good of its diverse species.

COMMUNICATION


The ability to communicate effectively with others is of paramount importance in the lives of all citizens. Our modern world--- comprised of people with different perspectives, cultural experiences, and values--- requires that we speak, write, and listen with sensitivity and skill.  Communication holds for us all the capacity to create new understandings and to negotiate new meanings. As both an attitude and a skill, communication lies at the center of an educated citizenry.


Effective communication is fundamental to students’ general education as well. The capacity to listen respectfully and critically, to explain points clearly, and to write effectively to a variety of audiences enables students to extend their learning throughout their entire college careers. Understanding the potential of emerging media technologies will enable students to acquire new communication literacies and enhance their education within and beyond the classroom.

Objectives:

Students will:

· Engage critically and constructively in the exchange of ideas.

· Express thoughts orally and in writing with clarity and precision.

· Integrate knowledge from different scholarly sources.

· Exhibit a facility with using a variety of rhetorical strategies in writing and speaking.

· Employ a variety of media to express meaning clearly and creatively.

· Listen to others in order to understand purpose and meaning.

· Recognize how to participate in/or lead groups to accomplish goals. 

Ethical Reasoning:

Our students will be faced with both personal and professional dilemmas that can have substantial impact on themselves and others.  It is our responsibility to help our students develop as grounded, ethical thinkers.  In this way, they will be able to face these dilemmas in a thoughtful and positive fashion.  Our students will recognize the ethical issues involved in human actions and be able to formulate a set of principles and virtues which can be brought to bear on personal and public decision making.  They will learn to recognize manipulative and faulty reasoning used to influence public thought and action.

Subobjectives:

1. Students will identify ethical issues and differentiate between ethical and nonethical issues.

2. Students will intelligently discuss values, principles and virtues as a part of a discussion of ethics.

3. Students will articulate and rationally defend a position on an ethical issue.

4. Students will explain how they would resolve a personal dilemma based on their personal values and principles.

5. Students will apply their understandings of values and principles to the ethical dilemmas faced within their field(s).

6. Students will apply their understanding of values and principles to a discussion of a broad, social ethical dilemma.

7. Students will recognize and assess faulty ethical standards based on flawed or limiting reasoning.

II.  Assessment Rubrics

1) Objective:  The Arts

Sub-objective One: Ability to place artifact within cultural contexts.

	1

DOES NOT MEET STANDARD
	2

MEETS STANDARD
	3

EXCEEDS STANDARD

	Weakly uses personal and emotional reactions without any historical or cultural context.
	Adequately connects the visual form to the qualities and characteristics of the culture.
	Specifically connects the formal quality of the artifact (i.e. use of text, color, and/or music, etc.) to the essential qualities of that particular culture. 


Sub-objective Two:  Demonstrates knowledge of the expressive aspects of an artwork.

2) Objective: Citizenship

Sub-objective One:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the American political system.

	1

DOES NOT MEET STANDARD
	2

MEETS STANDARD
	3

EXCEEDS STANDARD

	Significant errors and/or omissions in examining the American political system.
	Demonstrates an understanding of the American political process.
	Understands how the American political system operates, as well as their role in its functioning.


Sub-objective Two:  Students will show an understanding of the importance of the importance of diversity in a global society.

Sub-objective Three: Students will identify justice and injustice. 

3) Objective:  Communication

Sub-objective One: Express thoughts in writing with clarity and precision.

	1

DOES NOT MEET STANDARD
	2

MEETS STANDARD
	3

EXCEEDS STANDARD

	Expressions are vague and unclear. Rambling prose, with no clear thought process. Lack of structure.
	Exhibits sufficient clarity and precision to express thought and argument. Some sections lack clarity but overall don’t detract from argument/presentation.
	Consistently clear and precise. Well structured presentation. Presents strong supporting evidence for presentations.


Sub-objective Two: Express thoughts orally with clarity and precision.

Sub-objective Three: Engages critically and constructively in the exchange of ideas.

4) Objective: Ethical Reasoning

Sub-objective One: Ability to differentiate an ethical from a non-ethical issue.

	1

DOES NOT MEET STANDARD
	2

MEETS STANDARD
	3

EXCEEDS STANDARD

	Demonstrates little or no knowledge of what is distinctive about an ethical issue
	Demonstrates adequate knowledge of what is distinctive about an ethical issue.
	Demonstrates comprehensive knowledge of what is distinctive about an ethical issue, and can calculate “why.”


Sub-objective Two: Students will intelligently discuss values/principles/virtues as a part of a discussion of ethics.

Sub-objective Three: Students will defend a position on an ethical issue. 

5) Objective:  Problem-Solving & Synthesis

Sub-objective One: Identify pros and cons to various solutions to a problem.

	1

DOES NOT MEET STANDARD
	2

MEETS STANDARD
	3

EXCEEDS STANDARD

	Presents only one side of an argument (either pro or con) to a solution.
	Able to identify pros and cons to at least one solution to a problem.
	Brings in multiple perspectives.


Sub-objective Two:  Able to articulate biases implied in an argument.

Sub-objective Three:  Able to identify the means of collecting evidence needed to solve a problem.
PROBLEM-SOLVING  AND SYNTHESIS OBJECTIVES

Problem-solving and Synthesis

Students entering our knowledge-based, global economy need problem solving skills, a multi-cultural awareness, an ability to synthesize information and the skills to work collaboratively on problems. Students will acquire the skills needed to disentangle objective data from personal beliefs. Students will work from both an empirical perspective as well as from a post-modern one that entertains multiple and contradictory ideas simultaneously, as appropriate. Students will apply problem-solving skills in multiple contexts emphasizing the multifaceted nature of experience. 

I.  Problem-solving

Students will

• demonstrate a proactive sense of responsibility to use problem-solving for individual, civic, and social choices. 

• have knowledge of or experience with inquiry practices of disciplines that explore the natural, social, and cultural realms.

• identify problems, carry out analyses, and interpret data in a cohesive manner.

• assess various inquiry methods and determine the validity of their conclusions and significance for practical application.

• identify limitations of various inquiry methods and generate alternative solutions.

• use collaborative problem-solving skills in a variety of settings

• be respectful listeners and ask questions, the answers to which sometimes may generate new questions.

II. Synthesis


Students will

• recognize, develop, defend and criticize arguments and other persuasive appeals.

• explain how they integrate data and observations into knowledge

• analyze information from multiple sources and/or disciplines,  when appropriate using an intercultural perspective, and synthesize that information into a coherent resolution.

• combine creative and critical processes to arrive at solutions that are “outside the box.”

• integrate classroom based knowledge with observations of the world and with life experiences. 

• monitor their own learning and identify areas for further growth.

III.  Assessment Plan Development and Execution Schedule

Spring 07


Present draft objectives and assessment plan to campus community.


Review and refine initial draft assessment plan


LA&S committee initiates creation of faculty learning communities and works with them in drafting assessment tools.  Faculty learning communities are faculty from appropriate disciplines who bring expertise to tool development.


LA&S creates objective codifying mechanism that guides departments in associating courses with objectives.

Fall 07 


Finalize initial assessment tools (working with faculty learning communities)

Spring 08

Test assessment tools for first set of objectives


Develop assessment tools for second set of objectives

Fall 08


Initiate first set of assessment tools with junior class


Finalize second set of assessment tools

Spring 09


Test assessment tools for second set of objectives

Fall 09


Initiate second set of assessment tools with junior class

Fall 10


Give first set of assessment tools to junior class

Fall 11


Give second set of assessment tools to junior class


Use results of first three years to determine here benchmarks are and are not satisfied


Make recommendations for action plans based on results of three-year sets of data

PAGE  
9

