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Leadership Academy Outcomes Assessment 2006-2007

Intended Educational Outcomes

1. Graduates who complete the Leadership Academy will demonstrate proficiency in research techniques and in written and oral communication.

2. Graduates who complete the Leadership Academy will demonstrate the ability to carry out independent projects that display creativity.

3. Graduates who complete the Leadership Academy will reach out to the community through service learning.

Thesis Means of Assessment and Criteria for Success
1

A panel of faculty will read theses and hear student’s oral presentations. Using an analytical scoring rubric agreed on by the Leadership Curriculum Committee the overall rating on research, writing, and oral communication will be at least 8 on a 10 sale as judged by a panel of faculty.  Additionally the average score on no individual criterion will be no less than 7.

2

A panel of faculty will carry out a survey of faculty advisers who work with Leadership students to determine that the large majority of Leadership students demonstrated significant responsibility, initiative and creativity in carrying out theses projects.

Scoring Rubrics for Leadership Thesis

Quality of Research

Leadership Theses shall demonstrate in-depth research in the subject matter of the thesis.  

Scoring
· 9-10 absolutely meets standard

· 8 meets standard
· 7 minimally meets standard

· 1-6 falls below the standard

Quality of Sources

The Theses shall incorporate and make significant use of rich sources.  The thesis may refer to some general sources, but it shall make very significant use of high-quality sources written for the field or subject of the thesis.

Scoring

· 9-10 absolutely meets standard

· 8 meets standard

· 7 minimally meets standard

· 1-6 falls below the standard

Quality of Written Communication

Leadership thesis shall display mastery of writing and shall avoid significant errors in writing and grammar.   The thesis used an appropriate vocabulary and displayed good diction.  The thesis shall make use of a clear and logical plan of organization.  The thesis used accurate and complete citations.
Scoring

· 9-10 absolutely meets standard

· 8 meets standard

· 7 minimally meets standard

· 1-6 falls below the standard

Quality of Oral Communication
In presenting the thesis, the student shall display fluidity and confidence as a speaker.  Students maintained effective eye contact with the audience.  The student will clearly explain the main argument of the thesis, and will demonstrate a mastery of the relevant evidence and citing examples.  If the student used note cards or power points slides the student did not simply read these aloud word-for-word.
Scoring

· 9-10 absolutely meets standard

· 8 meets standard

· 7 minimally meets standard

· 1-6 falls below the standard

Initiative and Creativity
Initiative

The students displayed initiative in developing and working on their theses.  They helped to develop a vision for the project and followed trough on fulfilling that vision.
Scoring

· 9-10 absolutely meets standard

· 8 meets standard

· 7 minimally meets standard

· 1-6 falls below the standard

Creativity

Students left their own imprint on the thesis.  They went beyond simply reciting facts to develop or advance their own conclusions or their own materials
Scoring

· 9-10 absolutely meets standard

· 8 meets standard

· 7 minimally meets standard

· 1-6 falls below the standard

Service Learning   Means of Assessment and Criteria of Success

We will make use of a form for evaluation of the student.

Criteria for success: Either 70 percent or all but two of the students shall meet an average rating of good, and either 90 percent or all but one of the students shall meet an average rating of average.

Rubrics for evaluating students 

1. Desire and willingness top take on new tasks

2. Potential for further development

3. Concern for the needs of the community

4. Willingness to work though an assignment to completion

5. Ability to communicate with community residents

6. Cooperation—willingness to get along with others

7. Overall evaluation of performance

This form uses the scale of excellent, good, average, below average, NA
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