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WELCOME!

This session explores the “civic learning” and “civic engagement” elements of the new
LA&S curriculum.We will differentiate the two concepts, provide examples of courses
that do this work, and offer guidance for anyone thinking of applying for these
designations for their classes.

Dr. Jonathan Harvey, Assistant Professor; Humanities

Dr. Christa Marr, Assistant Professor, Economics History and Political Science

Dr. Zachary Miner, Assistant Professor, Behavior Sciences




WHAT IS CIVIC LEARNING AND
ENGAGEMENT?

O CiV'iCS The study of rights and duties of citizenship (Oxford Language)

/ siviks/

noun  BRITISH

Civic Learning / Civic Engagement: Knowledge, intellectual skills, practical
skills, and/or values involved in informed and effective participation in civic and
democratic life ... beyond the classroom (Massachusetts Bureau of Higher
Education)

Civic learning versus civic engagement




WHAT IS CIVIC LEARNING AND
ENGAGEMENT IN COURSES!

Civic Learning

Difference between civic learning and civic engagement as
defined by the Massachusetts BHE

Civic Learning (without Engagement): Courses
which simply focus substantially on the knowledge, Civic Competency
intellectual skills, practical skills, and/or values involved
in informed and effective participation in civic and
democratic life. Civic Knowledge
Knowledge of facts, concepts, and principles (e.g..

) ° ° o democrati ent
Civic Learning with Engagement: Courses in Voting e4c) &cross vacions consexts (local,

v

: e . national, internati present).
which all students are engaged in Civic Learning work S s
beyond the classroom. v

Civic Skills
Analytic skills (i.e., the ability to apply political
and civic knowledge to systematically analyze

civic-related issues/scenarios) and participatory
and involvement skills (i.e., the ability to make
reasoned judgments about political and civic
situations or problem-solving processes, especially
in group and/or community contexts).

Civic Engagement

w

Civic Attitudes
Efficacy (i.e., belief that one can understand and
influence government and political affairs), and
democratic norms and values (i.e., one’s belief in
basic principles of a democratic and diverse
society, with a sense of responsibility to take civic
action).

v

Civic Participation
Civic and political behavior and actions in face-to-
face or online contexts.

Figure 1 Framework and dimensions for the HEIghten civic competency and engagement assessment.

ETS Research Report



WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND
ENGAGEMENT?

Liberal arts education grounded in civic learning and engagement

John Dewey (1916): Democracy depends on educated citizens engaging in public
issues for the betterment of society and the social good.

Rhoads (2003):“liberal education has been seen as the primary vehicle for c
fostering learned, democratic citizens” '

Revitalization of civic education path set forth by the Obama Administration j’,
and carried on by Massachusetts Bureau of Higher Education

SIS,

A Crucible Moment: College Learning and Democracy’s Future (2012) “pushes back . —_—_—T

against a prevailing national dialogue that limits the mission of higher education to | ——

. - . o o oo . > o) co7/20710 “0 @ & [« O5]
workforce preparation and training while marginalizing disciplines basic to
democracy”

Massachusetts BHE policy on civic learning (20 14) “understanding of the social
values that underlie democratic structures and practices”



WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND
ENGAGEMENT?

Our Mission

“Fitchburg State University is committed to excellence in teaching and learning
and blends liberal arts and sciences and professional programs within a small
college environment. Our comprehensive public university prepares students to
lead, serve, and succeed by fostering lifelong learning and civic and global
responsibility. A Fitchburg State education extends beyond our classrooms to
include residential, professional, and co-curricular opportunities.As a community
resource, we provide leadership and support for the economic, environmental,
social, and cultural needs of North Central Massachusetts and the
Commonwealth.”
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WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND
ENGAGEMENT NOW!?

Gen Z, representing students who are Gen Z theoretically wants government to
college-aged (born after 1995), is play a role in their (social) lives
participating in political elections

«n Q

You ng Voters / National Turnout Gen Z more likely than other generations
o to want an activist government

% saying government ...

Is doing too many

things better left
Should do more to businesses
52%-55% 53%-56% T —
2020 o & o (o sz 70 5
ESTIMATE: ESTIMATE: PROJECTION Millennial B4 - 34
2 WEEKS AFTER ELECTION OF TOTAL VOTES CAST

Gen X 53 - 45

mer 4 B -
2016 42%'44% 45%"48% B:lem 939 _geo

ESTIMATE: ESTIMATE: PROJECTION
6 DAYS AFTER ELECTION OF TOTAL VOTES CAST

CIRELE
circle tufts.edu

PEW RESEARCH CENTER




WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND
ENGAGEMENT NOW!?

Our students (Gen Z or not) would benefit from a proper grounding in civic education

% of people who can name the
three branches of government

Know one
branch

Refused
1%

Source: Annanberg Constitution Doy Chics Sunsey, August 9 13, 3017,
Annenberg Public Palicy Center

Those who get most political news from social media most likely to be under 30

Among U.S. adults who say each pathway is the most common way they get political and election news, % who are ...

Social News Cable Local Network
media website or app 1) ™ w Radio Print

Ages 18-29 [BiEY 21% 7% 10% 5% 12% 7%

65+ | 3 12 ' 18
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WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND
ENGAGEMENT NOW!?

...as they grow up in an increasingly polarized political environment where there is an abundance of
misinformation shared and government trust wanes

Confidence in executive branch ~

Drs. Yosoughi. Roy. and Aral o
MIT found *“*fFalse news reached
more people than the truth: the
top 1% of false news cascaders
diffused to between 1000 and
100.000 people., wherears the
truth rarely diffused to more than
1000 pcople*
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*Important work is being done on this topic at FSU
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