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WELCOME!

This session explores the “civic learning” and “civic engagement” elements of the new 
LA&S curriculum. We will differentiate the two concepts, provide examples of courses 
that do this work, and offer guidance for anyone thinking of applying for these 
designations for their classes.

• Dr. Jonathan Harvey, Assistant Professor, Humanities

• Dr. Christa Marr, Assistant Professor, Economics History and Political Science

• Dr. Zachary Miner, Assistant Professor, Behavior Sciences



WHAT IS CIVIC LEARNING AND 
ENGAGEMENT?

• The study of rights and duties of citizenship (Oxford Language)

• Civic Learning / Civic Engagement: Knowledge, intellectual skills, practical 
skills, and/or values involved in informed and effective participation in civic and 
democratic life … beyond the classroom (Massachusetts Bureau of Higher 
Education)

• Civic learning versus civic engagement



WHAT IS CIVIC LEARNING AND 
ENGAGEMENT IN COURSES?

Difference between civic learning and civic engagement as 
defined by the Massachusetts BHE

• Civic Learning (without Engagement): Courses 
which simply focus substantially on the knowledge, 
intellectual skills, practical skills, and/or values involved 
in informed and effective participation in civic and 
democratic life.

• Civic Learning with Engagement: Courses in 
which all students are engaged in Civic Learning work 
beyond the classroom.

ETS Research Report



WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND 
ENGAGEMENT?

1. Liberal arts education grounded in civic learning and engagement

1. John Dewey (1916): Democracy depends on educated citizens engaging in public 
issues for the betterment of society and the social good.

1. Rhoads (2003): “liberal education has been seen as the primary vehicle for 
fostering learned, democratic citizens”

2. Revitalization of civic education path set forth by the Obama Administration 
and carried on by Massachusetts Bureau of Higher Education

1. A Crucible Moment: College Learning and Democracy’s Future (2012) “pushes back 
against a prevailing national dialogue that limits the mission of higher education to 
workforce preparation and training while marginalizing disciplines basic to 
democracy”

2. Massachusetts BHE policy on civic learning (2014) “understanding of the social 
values that underlie democratic structures and practices”



WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND 
ENGAGEMENT?

Our Mission

“Fitchburg State University is committed to excellence in teaching and learning 
and blends liberal arts and sciences and professional programs within a small 

college environment. Our comprehensive public university prepares students to 
lead, serve, and succeed by fostering lifelong learning and civic and global 

responsibility. A Fitchburg State education extends beyond our classrooms to 
include residential, professional, and co-curricular opportunities. As a community 
resource, we provide leadership and support for the economic, environmental, 

social, and cultural needs of North Central Massachusetts and the 
Commonwealth.”
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WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND 
ENGAGEMENT NOW?

• Gen Z, representing students who are 
college-aged (born after 1995), is 
participating in political elections

• Gen Z theoretically wants government to 
play a role in their (social) lives



WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND 
ENGAGEMENT NOW?

• Our students (Gen Z or not) would benefit from a proper grounding in civic education



WHY CIVIC LEARNING AND 
ENGAGEMENT NOW?

• …as they grow up in an increasingly polarized political environment where there is an abundance of 
misinformation shared and government trust wanes

Drs. Vosoughi, Roy, and Aral of 
MIT found “False news reached 
more people than the truth; the 
top 1% of false news cascades 
diffused to between 1000 and 
100,000 people, whereas the 
truth rarely diffused to more than 
1000 people”

*Important work is being done on this topic at FSU
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