
Routes to Initial License
Route 1

UNDERGRADUATE/
BACCALAUREATE

Route 5
OUT-OF-STATE

Route 3
DISTRICT

[APPRENTICE 
OR TEACHER 
OF RECORD]

Route 2
HIGHER 

EDUCATION

*Performance Review Program for Initial Licensure      ** In a state with which MA has interstate agreement MA Department of Education    4/06

BA/BS
(No Approved 
Teacher Prep 

Program)

Post-BA 
Approved 

Teacher Prep 
Program (with or 
without Master’s)

Em
ploym

ent

MTEL Test
(Before, During or 

After Program)

Initial
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

BA/BS with 
Approved 

Teacher Prep 
Program

(Undergrad)

Em
ploym

ent

MTEL Test
(Before, During or 

After Program)

Initial
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

Supervised 
Apprenticeship 
in Classroom

BA/BS
(No Approved 
Teacher Prep 

Program)

Post-BA 
Approved 

Teacher Prep 
Program

Em
ploym

ent

Initial
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

MTEL Test
(Before Program)

Preliminary
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

BA/BS
(No Approved 
Teacher Prep 

Program)

Em
ploym

ent
Post-BA 

Approved 
Teacher Prep 

Program

MTEL Test
(Before Program)

Initial
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

Preliminary
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

BA/BS + 
Approved 

Teacher Prep 
Program or

3 Years Licensed
Employment**

Em
ploym

ent

MTEL Test
(After Program)

Initial
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

Temporary
License

(1 Year) if still need
to pass MTEL

ROUTES 2 - 5 ARE ALL
POST-BACCALAUREATE

OR

Route 4
PRPIL*

BA/BS
(No Approved 
Teacher Prep 

Program)

Em
ploym

ent
(3 Years)

PRPIL*
MTEL Test

(Before Program)

Initial
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)

Preliminary
License

(Valid for 5 Years of
Employment)


