
Effective Note Taking 

Many students take notes as if the purpose of class notes were to capture every word or sentence the 
lecturer utters. This makes for a lot of work, and it results in an ineffective product for study and review. 
Effective class notes do not necessarily capture most of what is said in class. Rather, effective notes 
capture all of the key ideas/concepts and the corresponding definitions and details. The Cornell Method 
below is an especially helpful way of approaching note-taking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cornell Note-taking Method 


