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Learning Outcomes/Goals

ECONOMICS

Knowledge
Demonsfirates a fundamental Irnowledge of existing economic th

eories.

The student should demonstrate mastery of basic terminology. 
Economic theory serves as

foundation for the skill set required to address economic prob
lems, Students should

demonstrate that they have acquired knowledge in the fundamen
tals ofeconomic theory and

its applications. This training is based mostly on.graphical an
alysis.

Tools
Demonstrates ability to use economic tools

Students should demonstrate mastery and application of econom
ic concepts and quantitative

methodologies, including functional notation, charts; graphs, and
 simple models or thought-

experiments. 
'

Application
Demonstrate an ability to apply

Students should demonstrate an ability to apply various economic 
concepts and methods to

analysis of historical, theoretical, or empirical problems. These
 problems may be from various

fields of economics.

Communication

Students should demonstrate an ability to male a coherent
 case about an economic problem,

the frameworJc of its analysis, data sources, and its solution in or
al and written methods using

appropriate economic tools whether theoretical or practical.
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ASSESSMENT REPORT 2014-2015

ECONOMICS

Background:

The Economics Program at Fitchburg St
ate University consists of several differen

t

components: (1) an Economics major;
 (2) an Economics minor; (3) a concentration 

in international

business and economics, which, since 20
09, has required completion of a major in

 Economics;

and (4) service to other departments, in
cluding, but not limited to, Business Admin

istration and

History/Secondary Education.

Assessment Activities:

Assessment activities undertaken in th
e economics program in this most recent peri

od

include the following:

a. S a m p I e of classesto establish dat
a points through TK20 for introductory or

 basic,

intermediate, and final stages of learning
 and achievement as outlined in the.

program'soutcomes assessment plan.

b . Continuing discussion and consultat
ion amongthe Economics faculty.

The data from the TK20 entriesshow a h
ealthy progression in student knowledge, u

se of

tools, and communication from the initi
al stage through the intermediate and fina

l stages.

Within these categories, though, there i
s a continuing pattern whereby student kn

owledge and

skill at communicating exceed the abil
ity of students to make use of the tools of

 Economics. As a

result, for the courses assessed, the av
erage score for student knowledge was 

2.66, the

average for communication was slight
ly higher at 2.68, while their average sco

re for Tools

was just 2.07. The students' Applicat
ion skills were only assessed in one class

, with the

average score being just 1.75.

Areas for Future Work:

In light of the fact that Economics 
students have consistently exhibited dif

ficulty in

applying Economic concepts, the facul
ty will work to incorporate more exerci

ses/problem sets,

etc. in order to enhance the students
 skills in this area. They will also look 

at the rubric in this

area to see whether it needs to be 
revised, and specifically determine why

 only one class in

Economics assessed the students in thi
s area. Finally, the Economics faculty 

will examine the

rubrics to see whether they are suffici
ent or need to be revised, with the 0-4 

scale one potential

revision.


